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Abstract: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan
are Central Asian nations that went through a crucial period of social, political,
and legal change following the fall of the Soviet Union. Due to the legacy of
Soviet legal systems and initiatives to fortify the legal system and foster civil
society, many nations have encountered difficulties. Being an organization
apart from the government, civil society has been instrumental in advancing
accountability, openness, and public knowledge. Despite reform efforts, the
legal system is still vulnerable to political interference and corruption. This
article explores the relationship between civil society and the judicial system
in Central Asia. It looks at how these components promote social justice,
democracy, and the rule of law. The results indicate that although obstacles like
governmental restrictions, judicial independencies, and strict regulation of non-
governmental organizations still impede the advancement of this relationship,
chances like global collaboration and legislative reform can open the door to
change. This study uses a descriptive-analytical methodology to analyze the
intricate connections between the legal system and civil society and to provide
recommendations for enhancing their engagement. The study concludes that
Central Asia can achieve sustainable development and rule of law by finding
a balance between governmental supervision and assistance and bolstering
independent, rule-of-law institutions.
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Introduction

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan are among the nations that
became independent after the former Soviet Union fell apart. Soviet rule had kept these nations
isolated from the rest of the world, particularly from Western nations, for decades. For most
Western countries, these states were transitional countries, that is, from state centralization to
a free economy, in the focus of their attention. In order for the new political societies of Central
Asia to become familiar with civil society, the role of some organizations cannot be denied.
Such as the INTRAC organization. Before comprehensively addressing the research topic, it is
necessary to define some concepts such as: civil society and legal sys-tem. A community service
organization (CSO) is a collection of individuals that does business in the community in a
manner different from that of the govern-ment.

Civil society generally refers to organizations, associations, and groups operating
independently of the state and pursuing public interests and needs. This concept has been
explored in detail in classical works such as Tocqueville and Habermas [1]. Regarding the legal
system, it can also be said that the legal system or "Rechtsstaat” means a state based on the rule
of law, in which clear laws and an independent judiciary guarantee the rights and freedoms
of citizens. This concept has been discussed in the works of philosophers such as Immanuel
Kant and Montesquieu. In addition, the characteristics of civil society are that civil society
organizations are financially and functionally independent of state institutions and also include
different organizations with diverse goals and missions. Another is the ability to respond
quickly to social changes and the needs of society, and finally, civil society acts as a monitor and
controller of state activities [2].

Civil society and the legal system are in a dynamic, two-way interaction, each influencing
the other-non-governmental organizations and the media help to promote transparency by
exposing corruption and abuse of power. Many civil society organizations educate citizens about
their rights and raise public awareness. By giving the underprivileged access to legal services,
civil society enhances access to justice. Social justice, openness, and democratic governance
can all be advanced through the relationship between the legal system and civil society. While
both face challenges such as legal constraints and financial barriers, opportunities such as new
technologies and international cooperation can play an important role in strengthening this
interaction [3]. Striking a balance between support and control can help to ensure sustainable
development and the rule of law.

With a long and complicated history, Central Asia has always been in the forefront of global
affairs. With its wealth of natural resources, particularly oil and gas, the region-which consists
of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan-plays a significant role in
maintaining the world's geopolitical balance. Social changes, political reforms, and autonomous
legal systems were among the opportunities and problems Central Asia faced following the fall of
the Soviet Union in 1991. Rapid urbanization, growing economic strength, and the region's shift
from a state-owned to a market economy are notable characteristics. Politically, Central Asia,
under the supervision of autocratic or semi-autocratic governments, has made limited efforts for
reform. Due to violations, restrictions on civil and legal freedoms, and weak judicial institutions,
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they are the main solution to the rule of law and democratic development [4]. In the meantime,
civil society, one of the key pillars of contemporary governance, is crucial in encouraging active
engagement, accountability, openness, and keeping an eye on how well governments perform.
There are also several difficulties facing the Central Asian judicial system. Creating independent
judicial institutions, drafting new legislation, and guaranteeing that laws are applied fairly are a
few of the difficulties that demand constant focus and work. By offering training, financial and
technical support, and facilitating communication between civil society and legal authorities,
non-governmental organizations like INTRAC have strengthened the system in this area. The
purpose of this article, "Civil Society and the Legal System of Central Asia: The Intersection of
Social Transformations, Reforms, and Governance,” is to offer a thorough and critical analysis
of the function and influence of the legal system and civil society on political reforms and social
changes in Asia. An accurate picture of this region's current state and possibilities for the future
can be obtained through systematic studies that look at the opportunities and challenges ahead
and offer solutions for enhancing collaboration and bolstering the rule of law.

Research Methodology

An analytical-descriptive research methodology was employed in this investigation. This
method allowed me to describe the current state of civil society and legal systems in Central
Asia accurately and objectively and then, using logical analysis, examine their relationships,
impacts, and consequences.

Literature review

Many studies have examined the role of civil society and legal systems in Central Asia. Charles
E.Ziegler (2015), in his book "Authoritarianism and Civil Society in Central Asia," acknowledges
thatauthoritarian states' limited and controlled interactions with civil society have strengthened
state power. Sabine Freizer (2005) also examined the fragmented and weak state of civil society
in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan in her research and emphasized the limited role of these societies
in reforms. The gap in these studies lies in the lack of practical solutions to strengthen the
independence of civil society and benefit from international cooperation.

In the area of legal systems, Aziz Rasulov (2014) examined the impact of globalization on
the legal systems of the region and pointed out the challenges arising from the conflict between
customary law and the Soviet legacy with global standards. Also, Viktor Golovko (2010) shows
that legal reforms in Central Asia are often carried out under international pressure and do not
bring about real changes.

Christian Schuck and Adrian Vasilache (2021) have examined the limited engagement of
civil society with legal systems in the context of security and have shown that these limitations
lead to political tensions. In addition, a report by the UCA Institute for Public Policy (2019) has
identified restrictive government policies as an obstacle to the development of civil society.
Previous studies have focused on the challenges of the interaction between civil society, the
legal system, and governance but have been less focused on providing practical solutions,
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comparative studies, and examining the role of international actors. The present study aims
to fill these gaps by analyzing these interactions in more depth in Central Asia and offering
suggestions for strengthening civil society.

Findings/Discussion

Civil society generally refers to the space between the state and the individual through which
independent institutions and non-governmental organizations can act to represent citizens'
social, cultural, and economic interests. By promoting democratic values, representing a range
of interests, and encouraging voluntary involvement, these institutions are essential to political
and social progress. But there are nuances and difficulties with the idea of civil society in Central
Asia, which are connected to the history, politics, and culture of the area [5].

Like elsewhere, civil society in Central Asia includes non-governmental organizations,
community groups, labor unions, professional associations, and human rights groups. Key
characteristics of civil society in the region include independence from the state, voluntary
participation, and representation of citizens’ interests. However, authoritarian political
structures and the legacy of the former Soviet Union have prevented civil society in the region
from fully playing its role [6].

In Central Asia, civil society activities are often limited to frameworks defined by governments,
and many independent organizations are subject to intense surveillance. Particularly in countries
such as Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, civil society faces severe legal and political restrictions
that limit the ability to operate freely [7].

Civil society in Central Asia has historically been shaped by three key periods:

1. Pre-Soviet period: Tribes, extended families, and religious organizations were among the
traditional organizations that served as the foundation for many social systems during this
time. As a type of conventional civil society, these organizations served as a go-between for the
people and the government;

2. Soviet period: Throughout the Soviet Union, all social institutions were under state control,
and their autonomy was destroyed. There was no separate civil society, and social organisations
were primarily instruments for promoting communist doctrine. This period significantly
influenced the political culture and social structure of Central Asian nations;

3. Post-independence period: The fall of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s created a chance
for the region's civil society to flourish again. Nonetheless, the new administrations strictly
regulated civil society activities, frequently modeled after Soviet totalitarian systems. The
activities of NGOs were particularly restricted in nations like Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

The current state of civil society in Central Asia varies from country to country:

- Kyrgyzstan: Compared to other Central Asian nations, this one has more room for civic
engagement. Several NGOs are working in the environmental, social development, and human
rights fields. However, issues like economic pressures and political unpredictability still exist;

- Kazakhstan: Although civil society is active in Kazakhstan, it is closely monitored. The
government has passed laws that restrict NGOs. Nonetheless, several segments of civil society
have exerted influence in fields like education and the environment;
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- Uzbekistan: Although some modest reforms have been in recent years to increase civic
space, civil society is still subject to legal and political constraints;

- Tajikistan and Turkmenistan: Civil society can hardly function in these nations. Stringent
regulations and government control have successfully limited civic space, and international
organizations are subject to numerous limitations as well [8].

Civil society in Central Asia faces challenges such as a lack of financial resources, political
pressure, and government oversight. However, efforts are underway to strengthen these
institutions through international cooperation and support for local organizations.

The legal systems of the Central Asian countries, including Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, reflect the complexities inherited from the Soviet era while
attempting to reform and adapt to new post-independence conditions. After the collapse of
the Soviet Union in 1991, these countries faced a major challenge: rebuilding legal systems
that could respond to the new era's specific political, social, and economic needs. During the
Soviet era, these countries’ legal systems were designed on socialist principles emphasizing
state control over all social and economic life aspects. Laws and regulations of this era were
mainly designed to support the state and strengthen its control over society, with a lesser role
given to individual rights. Courts also functioned more as executive instruments of the state and
lacked independence. With these countries’ independence, the need arose to develop new laws
and redefine the role of judicial institutions. They aimed to establish new legal frameworks that
would uphold the rule of law, defend the rights of citizens, and offer a foundation for economic
growth. However, because of the strong influence of Soviet political and judicial systems,
these reforms encountered numerous obstacles. These effects are still visible in many aspects
of the legal systems of these countries, especially in the way laws are implemented, judicial
independence, and the transparency of legal processes. In many of these countries, the law is still
influenced by centralized and authoritarian approaches inherited from the Soviet era. Despite
their seeming independence, the government frequently influences judicial institutions in real
life. As a result, issues like corruption, a lack of transparency, and public mistrust of the legal
system continue to exist, and legal changes are moving slowly. However, there are initiatives to
update legal frameworks and bring them into compliance with global norms. These initiatives
include enhancing legal systems' accountability and openness, fortifying judicial institutions,
and updating the criminal, civil, and business codes. While some nations, including Kyrgyzstan
and Kazakhstan, have made considerable strides in this direction, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan
continue to confront significant obstacles in pursuing these objectives. All things considered,
Central Asian legal systems are undergoing a difficult period of change where the influence of
international modernization demands, national reforms, and the Soviet heritage combine. Both
significant obstacles and chances to develop legal frameworks that may address the needs of
their people and government are presented by this circumstance.

Thesenations functioned underasocialistlegal system during the Soviet era, which prioritized
community rights more than individual rights and stressed state control over resources. Courts
lacked judicial independence and were used as tools to carry out official goals. The courts were
reorganized, new laws were passed, and initiatives to uphold the rule of law were among the
post-independence reforms. However, challenges such as corruption, political influence over
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the legal system, and the lack of full judicial independence continue to hinder the full progress
of these reforms [9].

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan have attempted to retain some elements of the Soviet system
while introducing reforms to attract foreign investment and economic development. These
reforms have included the adoption of new commercial and civil laws. In contrast, Tajikistan
and Turkmenistan have moved forward with legal reforms at a slower pace and continue to face
problems such as weak judicial institutions and human rights restrictions. Kyrgyzstan, despite
relative progress, continues to struggle with political instability and corruption [10].

In general, the legal systems of Central Asian countries are transitioning from socialist
structures to modern legal models. However, this transition is accompanied by numerous
challenges and requires strengthening the rule of law, judicial independence, and compliance
with international standards [11].

The interaction between civil society and the legal system is a key axis of democratic
development and the rule of law. Civil society is essential to enhancing the legal system as a
collection of grassroots institutions, groups, and non-governmental organizations. By offering
supervision and input, these organizations improve the efficacy and accountability of laws.
However, by ensuring fundamental rights and freedoms, the legal system gives civil society a
platform to function freely.

The rule of law and transparency have improved as a result of this interaction on a global
scale. Civil society contributes to lowering corruption and boosting public trust by participating
in legislative and reform processes. However, the legal system promotes the growth and viability
of civil society organizations through open and equitable legal frameworks.

The particular conditions in Central Asia have an impact on this relationship. The nations
in the region made an effort to create autonomous legal systems following the fall of the Soviet
Union in 1991. However, civil society's growth and its ability to effectively engage with the legal
system were hampered by the legacy of Soviet authoritarian systems and strict state control.
Restrictive regulations and severe control over civil society are observed in Tajikistan and
Turkmenistan. For instance, NGOs need to get a lot of permissions, which are frequently refused
for political reasons. This has limited the space for civil society to operate freely and weakened
its connection with the legal system.

In contrast, Kyrgyzstan is an example of a country that has created a more open space for
interaction between civil society and the legal system. NGOs in this country play an active role
in monitoring legal reforms and promoting human rights. However, corruption and political
instability remain major obstacles even in this country [11]. Overall, the interaction between
civil society and the legal system in Central Asia continues to face challenges such as political
constraints, lack of judicial independence, and state control over NGOs. Nonetheless, initiatives
are being made to improve this relationship through foreign assistance and legislative reforms,
which can help the region's democratic growth and the rule of law.

Conclusion

Central Asian nations now face various opportunities and difficulties due to the social and
political changes that followed the fall of the Soviet Union. In their quest to restore their legal

32 Ne21(150)/ 2025 JLH. ['ymunes amoindarel Eypaszus yammuoik yHueepcumeminiy XABAPILBICHI.

KyKblK cepusicol
ISSN: 2616-6844. elSSN: 2663-1318



Central Asian legal system and civil society: implications of governance, social transformation, and reform

systems and advance civil society, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan - all recently independent nations - have set out on a difficult and demanding
path. Throughout this process, the relationship between the legal system and civil society
has been crucial to the growth of democracy, openness, and the rule of law. Civil society, an
organization apart from the government, has been crucial in encouraging openness, increasing
public knowledge, and monitoring how well the government is performing. Nongovernmental
organizationsin the region have contributed to strengthening social justice by striving to educate
citizens about their rights and provide legal services to the disadvantaged. However, political
constraints, restrictive laws, and a lack of financial resources have prevented civil society from
playing its full role. In contrast, these countries’ legal systems, inherited from the Soviet era,
are slowly transitioning to more modern models. Legal reforms have included revising civil and
commercial laws, strengthening judicial institutions, and striving for judicial independence. But
these reforms have often been hampered by corruption and political influence, and progress has
been slow. While facing many challenges, interaction between civil society and the legal system
can act as an engine for development. Examples such as Kyrgyzstan show that providing a more
open space for civic activity and strengthening interaction with legal institutions can improve
transparency and governance accountability. On the other hand, due to tight state control and
legal constraints, countries such as Turkmenistan and Tajikistan are still far from harnessing the
potential of civil society for legal reform. the future of civil society-legal interaction in Central Asia
depends on legal reforms, strengthening judicial institutions, and reducing state restrictions.
International support and the use of new technologies can help accelerate this process. Striking
a balance between supporting civil society activities and exercising appropriate legal control
can ensure sustainable development, the rule of law, and democracy in the region.
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OpTasbIK a3UAHBIH, KYKBIKTBIK, JKYieci )koHe a3aMaTThIK KOFaM: 6aCKapyAbIH,
dJIeyMeTTiK KaiiTa Kypy/apAbIH, )kKoHe pedopMaiapAblH cajajapbl

Angarna: KasakcraH, KeipreiactaH, ToxkikcraH, TypkiMeHcTaH koHe O306ekcTaH-KeHec Opafbl
bI/IblpaFaHHAH KeWiH a/IeyMeTTiK, cascu K9He KYKBIKTBIK e3repicTepAiH Liemylli Ke3eHiH 6acTaH
eTKepreH OpTanbiK A3us enjepi. KeHecTik KYKbIKTBIK >KyiesepAiH Mypacbl MeH KYKbIKTBIK >KyHeHi
HBIFAUTY *KoHe a3aMaTThIK KOFaM/lbl TopbOuesiey keHiHJeri 6acTaManap/blH, apKacblHJa KeITereH
XaJIbIKTap KUbIHABIKTApFa Tal 60JAbl. A3aMaTThIK KOFaM YKiMeTTeH 66JieK YibIM 060J1a OThIPHII, ecen
Gepy/ii, allbIKTHIKTHI )XKoHe KOFaM/bIK 611iM/1i irepisieTyne MaHbI3/1bl poJi aTKapAbl. Pedopmanapabiy
KYII-KirepiHe KapamacTaH, KYKbIKTBIK >Kyie aJi Je casicd apajiacy MeH chblbaijiac »KeMKOPJIbIKKA
ocas. Bys Makanazia optasblK A3UsaFbl a3aMaTThIK KOFAaM MEH COT »KYHeciHiH e3apa 6aW/iaHbIChI
KapacTbIpblIFaH. byJl KOMIIOHEHTTEP/IH 9JIeyMeTTIK 9/iJIeTTiJliKKe, eMOKpaTUsfa >XoHe 3aHHBIH,
ycTeM/lirine KaJiail bIKNaJ eTeTiHi KapacThIpbLIaAbl. HoTmkesiep YKiMeTTiK LieKTeysiep, COT GUIIIriHIH,
TAyeJICi3/iri >koHe YKIMeTTik eMec yWbIMJapAbl KaTaH peTTey CUAKTbl KeJeprijiep aji JAe ochbl
KaTbIHAaCTapAbIH JaMyblHA KeJepri KeaTipce ze, kahaH/bIK BIHTBIMAKTACTbBIK, K9HE 3aHHAMAaJIbIK
pedopMa cUSAKTBI MYMKIHJIKTEp €3repicTepre »oJ1 allybl MYMKIiH eKeHiH kepceTefi. Byn 3epTTey
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KYKBIKTBIK Kylie MeH a3aMaTThIK KOFaM apacblH/aFbl Kyp/eJii 6aiiaHbICTap/Ibl TAI/IAY KoHe 0J1ap/blH
©3apa OpEKeTTeCyiH KeHEeHTy OGOHbIHIIA YChIHBICTAp Oepy VIIiH CHIAaTTaMaJsiblK-aHaJUTHKaJbIK
dJicTeMeHi naiiasaHajbl. 3epTTey HOTHXKECIHAE OpTa/bIK A3Usl MEMJIEKETTIK KajaFajay MEH KOMeEK
KOpPCEeTy apacbIH/J|aFbl Tele-TeHJIKTI Taby oHe TayeJsici3 KYKbIKTbIK WHCTUTYTTapAbl HbIFAUTY
ApKbLJIbl TYPAKThI laMy MeH 3aHHbIH, yCTeM/iriHe KO0JI XeTKi3e asa/ibl iereH KOPbITbIH/bIFa KeJi i,

Tyuinai ce3aep: KYKBbIKTHIK TpaHchopMmamus, CcbiGalac KeMKOPJIbIK, a3aMaTThIK KOFaM,
KYKBIKTHIK, KYiie.

E.K. Canap6ekoBa’, A.b. CMaHOBa?
Munucmepcmeo obpazoganus u Hayku Pecnybauku Kazaxcmau
2Kasaxckuil HaOYUOHA/IbHbIU yHUBepcumem umeHu aab-Papabu
(e-mail: leks761127@gmail.com, ‘akmaralbahtyar@gmail.com)

IIpaBoBas cucTeMa U rpakJaHcKoe o61ecTBO LleHTpa/ibHOM A3UM: IOC/AeACTBUSA
rocyAapCcTBEHHOro ynpaBJjeHusd, COLUaIbHbIX Mpeo6pa3oBaHmii U pepopm

AnHoTanus: Kazaxcran, Keipreizcras, Tagxukuctas, TYpKMEHUCTaH U Y36€KUCTAaH — 3TO CTPaHbI
llenTpasbHOW A3UH, KOTOPBIE IePeXXUJIU pelllaloliu i Nepruoj, cCoLHalbHbIX, IOJIUTUYECKUX U TPABOBBIX
u3MeHeHUH nocse pacnaga CoBerckoro Corosa. M3-3a Hac/efus COBETCKUX NPABOBBIX CUCTEM U
MHUIMATUB 10 YKPeIJIEHUIO IPAaBOBOM CUCTEMbI U Pa3BUTHIO IPAXKJAHCKOI0 0611[eCTBa MHOTHE CTPAHbI
CTOJIKHYJINCh C TPYAHOCTSAMMU. SIB/ISISICh OpraHu3alei, He3aBUCMMOH OT IPaBUTEIbCTBA, FPaXKJaHCKoe
00111eCTBO UTPaeT BaXKHYI0 POJIb B NOBbILIEHUH NIOJOTYETHOCTH, OTKPBITOCTH U UHYOPMUPOBAHHOCTHU
obuectBeHHOCTU. HecMoTpss Ha ycunusi mo pedoOpMUpPOBAHHIO, TPABOBAsl CUCTEMA IMO-NPEKHEMY
ys3BMUMa [JAJs1 TOJUTHYECKOTO BMellaTesJbCTBAa M KOppynuuu. B 3Toil cTaTbe HccaefyrOTCA
B3aMMOOTHOLIEHUA MEXAY IPakJaHCKUM 0OL1eCTBOM U CyAeOHOH cucTteMoll B LleHTpaibHON A3uu.
B Hell paccmarpuBaeTcsi, KaK 3TH KOMIIOHEHTBI CIOCOOGCTBYIOT COLMAJbHOW CIpaBeAJMBOCTH,
JleMOKpaTHUU U BEpXOBEHCTBY 3aKOHA. Pe3ysbTaThl MOKAa3bIBAIOT, UTO, XOTS TaKUe NMPENsITCTBUSA, Kak
IIpaBUTEJIbCTBEHHblE OTPaHHUYEHUs], HE3aBUCUMOCTb CYyZleOHOM CUCTEeMBI U CTPOroe peryJMpoBaHue
JledTeJIbHOCTH HellpaBUTe/IbCTBEHHbIX OpraHu3alMy, 0-NIpeXHeMy NpPenaTCTBYIOT Pa3sBUTHUIO 3THUX
OTHOLUEHHH, TaKHe BO3MOXKHOCTH, KaK IJ100a/bHOe COTPYAHUYECTBO M 3aKOHOZAaTesbHas pedpopma,
MOTYT OTKPBITb IyTh K IepeMeHaM. B aToM ucc/ie0BaHHUU UCII0J1b3YeTCs ONUCcaTe/1bHO-aHaIUTU4ecKas
MeTOZ,0JI0TUSA /1JI51 aHAJIN3a CJI0KHBIX CBsI3el MeK/ly IPaBOBOM CUCTEMOM U IPaKJaHCKHUM 06111eCTBOM
¥ BbIpabOTKH PEKOMEHJAL U 0 NOBBILIEHUIO UX BOBJIEYEHHOCTH. B uccie0BaHUU Ae1aeTcsl BbIBO/,
0 ToM, yTo lleHTpasbHasA A3uA MOXeT AOCTHYb yCTOMYMBOIO Pa3sBUTHUSA M BEPXOBEHCTBA 3aKOHQ,
Hais 6a/1aHC MeX/y rocy/lapCTBEHHbIM Ha/lI30POM U [TOMOLIBIO M YKPENUB HE3aBUCUMbIE HUHCTUTYThI
BEPX0OBEHCTBA 3aKOHa.

Knio4deBble ci0Ba: npaBoBas TpaHchopManusi, KOPPyNuusi, rPaKAaHCKoe 06I1ecTBO, NPaBoOBas
cucTeMa.
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